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The meeting of the Goodhue County Board of Adjustment was called to order at 5:30 pm on 
October 24, 2016 by Chair Bob Benson in the Goodhue County Board room in Red Wing, 
Minnesota. 

1. Roll Call 

Commissioners Present: Robert Benson, Brandon Schafer, Richard Mallan, Mike Hinsch, 
Howard Stenerson, and Richard Ellingsberg 

Commissioners Absent: None 

Staff Present: Planner/Zoning Administrator Wozniak, Environmental Health Well and Septic 
Inspector, and Zoning Assistant Casey MacCallum 

2. Approval of Agenda 

1Motion by Commissioner Mallan and seconded by Commissioner Hinsch to approve the agenda 
for the October 24, 2016 meeting.  

Motion carried 6:0.  

3. Approval of Minutes 

2Motion by Commissioner Ellingsberg and seconded by Commissioner Stenerson to approve the 
September 26, 2016 minutes.  

Motion carried 6:0. 

4. Conflict/Disclosure of Interest  

None of the Board members declared any conflicts of interest. 

5. PUBLIC HEARING: Noah Knudsen - Variance request from the MN Rules 7080 Front Yard 
setback requirement of 10 feet from the property line, to place a septic system up to the lot line 
at 29013 Westervelt Ave.; Lot 1 Block 69 & Northerly 25 feet of lot 2 Town of Frontenac in 
Florence Township. 

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak presented the staff report and attachments. Well and 
Septic Inspector Pam Holst detailed the reasons for the variance request.  

Commissioner Stenerson asked if there was anything that can be done to remove the need for 
all of these variances. Well and Septic Inspector Pam Holst and Zoning Administrator Mike 
Wozniak explained the legal authority between the State and County, and the need for future 
research.  

Commissioner Schafer asked Pam if there was recommended language for the Planning 
Advisory Commission to allow these septic systems. Pam stated that there may be language 
for some but everything is specific to the site. Schafer asked if we could approve these types of 
variances administratively. Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak stated that staff could 
research this question, however, consideration of exceptions to state standards would 
probably require a customary variance application process.   

Stenerson stated that he does not like to have people pay and deal with variances.  

The Knudsen’s were present and available to answer questions regarding their request. He spoke 
to his neighbors, and one is present and the other wrote a letter. The letter was passed to the 
Board. The Applicant noted that the failing system is in the middle of the backyard leaving only 
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the area within the setback available for the drain field, which the proposed system would 
provide.  

Chair Benson opened the public hearing:  

Neighbor, Tom Johnson, spoke in support of the variance. 

3Chair Benson asked three times for comments.  After hearing none, it was moved 
by Commissioner Schafer and seconded by Commissioner Stenerson to close the 
public hearing.  

Motion carried 6:0 

4Motion Commissioner Schafer, second by Commissioner Stenerson, that the 
Board of Adjustment: 

 adopt the staff report into the record (dated October 14, 2016);  

 adopt the findings of fact; and 

 based on the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented,  
 

APPROVE the variance request for Noah Knudsen from the MN Rules 7080 Front Yard setback 
requirement of 10 feet from the property line, to place a septic system up to the lot line  
 
Subject to the following conditions: 

1. Conformance with the application submitted to Goodhue County Land Use Management 
Office dated September 14, 2016,  

2. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal permits and licensing, 
3. Compliance with the Environmental Health Inspectors expectations for a septic system 

site design  
4. To encroach on the rear and side yard lot lines as least as possible, and  
5. Retain the service of a Registered Land Surveyor to stake the corners of the lot so not to 

cross over the lot line onto the neighbor’s yard 
 
at 29013 Westervelt Ave.; Lot 1 Block 69 & Northerly 25 feet of lot 2 Town of Frontenac in 
Florence Township; 
Motion 6:0 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING: Judy Webster – Variance request from the MN Rules 7080 that 
require a 20 foot setback from the dwelling to place a septic system within 10 feet of the dwelling 
at 34778 Sumner Street, Frontenac in Florence Township. 

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak presented the staff report and attachments. Well and 
Septic Inspector Pam Holst detailed the reasons for the variance request.  

Commissioner Stenerson asked Pam Holst about the purpose of the rules in regards to 
protection against the contamination to the dwelling’s basement. Pam Holst explained that the 
system was pressurized and would only discharge three times a day and would not affect the 
home in this case.  

The representative for the Applicant, Tom Johnson, was present and available to answer 
questions regarding their request. None were asked 

Chair Benson opened the public hearing: no one commented.  

5Chair Benson asked three times for comment.  After hearing none, it was moved 
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by Commissioner Stenerson and seconded by Commissioner Ellingsberg to close 
the public hearing.  

Motion carried 6:0 

Commissioner Stenerson supported variance because of staff’s research and recommendation.  

6Motion Commissioner Stenerson, second by Commissioner Mallan, that the 
Board of Adjustment: 

 adopt the staff report into the record (dated October 14, 2016);  

 adopt the findings of fact; and 

 based on the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented,  

APPROVE the variance request of Judy Webster from the MN Rules 7080 required 20 foot 
setback from the dwelling to place a septic system within 10 feet of the dwelling  
 
Subject to the following conditions: 

1. Conformance with the application submitted to Goodhue County Land Use Management 
Office dated September 15, 2016,  

2. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal permits and licensing, 
3. Compliance with the Environmental Health Inspectors expectations for a septic system 

site design  
4. To encroach on the dwelling setback as least as possible  

 
at 34778 Sumner Street; Lots 4, 5 & 6 Block 36 Town of Frontenac in Florence Township. 

Motion carried 6:0 

7. PUBLIC HEARING: Gary Anderson – Variance request from the Bluff Impact Zone 
General Regulations 30’ set back from the top of the bluff for an addition onto a dwelling that is 
currently encroaching into the 30’setback at 31701 Lakeview Ave. in Wacouta Township. 

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak presented the staff report and attachments. 

The Anderson’s were present and available to answer questions regarding their request. The 
Applicant stated that allowing the variance would give him the ability to re-contour the area to 
decrease runoff that erodes the bluff and retain as much wooded land as possible  

Commissioner Stenerson stated that approval would protect the bluff. The Applicant agreed. 
Stenerson also noted that the placement of the garage is the most visually appealing and 
would ensure privacy. The Applicant agreed.  

Chair Benson opened the public hearing:  

Township has reviewed and has no problem with the proposed dwelling addition because it 
should protect the bluff and look better. 

7 Chair Benson asked three times for comment.  After hearing none, it was moved 
by Commissioner Schafer and seconded by Commissioner Stenerson to close the 
public hearing.  

Motion carried 6:0 

Commissioner Stenerson supports based on protection of the bluff as noted by Soil and Water 
Conservation Bluff Inspector Beau Kennedy’s recommendation and the protection of the bluff.   
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8Motion Commissioner Stenerson , second by Commissioner Hinsch , that the 
Board of Adjustment: 

 Adopt the staff report into the record (dated October 14, 2016);  

 Adopt the findings of fact; and  

 Based on the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented:  

APPROVE the variance request of Gary Anderson from the Bluff Impact Zone General 
Regulations’ 30’ setback from the top of the bluff for an addition onto a dwelling that is 
currently encroaching into the 30’ setback at 31701 Lakeview Ave.; Lot 1 Block 1 of Kann’s 
Lakeview Subdivision in Wacouta Township; 

Subject to the following conditions: 

1. Conformance with the application submitted to Goodhue County Land Use Management 
Office dated September 15, 2016,  

2. Compliance with all necessary state and federal permits and licensing, 

Motion carried 6:0. 

8. PUBLIC HEARING: Associated Bank – Variance request from the A2 Agricultural 
District’s General District Regulations’ public road frontage requirement of a 33’ wide driveway 
access easement for a single lot at 2720 144th Ave. Way in Vasa Township. 

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak presented the staff report and attachments.  

Associated Bank’s representative, Mary Cox Esq., was present and available to answer questions 
regarding the variance request.  

Commissioner Stenerson asked for the road classification, and if this could be considered a 
legal non-conforming use? Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak referenced the two 
regulations that will be addressed with this variance are the road width and easement width 
standard.  

Commissioner Stenerson asked staff about the process for reestablishing the camp ground and 
at what point would the County be able to step in and require the property access comply with 
current standards. Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak answered that compliance with 
access requirments could be triggered by lending requirements or at the point the when the 
buildings are  destroyed past 50%. He noted that any proposal to re-establish a campground 
would be subject to current zoning standards. 

Commissioner Stenerson stated that the practical difficulties would be the financial 
infeasibility of coming up to standard now.  

Mary Cox, Applicant’s representative, provided a brief history and noted that the concern 
arose because Associated Bank’s request for title insurance was denied because of the lack of 
access to a main road as required by the County’s regulations.  When Associated Bank receives 
a property through foreclosure, they then move to sell and the lack of access would limit the 
potential buyers.   

Commissioner Stenerson asked if the problem is the potential to have no buyers because of the 
lack of access to County standards? Mary Cox explained title problems due to lack of clarity in 
respect to 1912 easement. Mary Cox provided further explanation that Associated Bank’s 
problem is the salability of the property but for the future owner the issue may be lact of  legal 
access.  
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Chair Benson opened the public hearing:  

Neighbor Ken Kane explained the extent of the driveway/township road.  

Commissioner Hinsch inquired about further details.  

Virginia Lynn, part owner of the Kane land, is concerned about the long time this problem has 
existed.  Their home is less than 200 feet from the road has considerable impact on their 
property. Would we have to go through this again? Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak 
explained that the proposal for a future camp ground would have to meet today’s standards, 
and they might have to find other ways to access the property. Zoning Administrator Mike 
Wozniak said there is a potential for another dwelling but we would have to see a proposal. 
Past the development of a dwelling there may be very little that would be allowed. The 
easement would have to be determined at the time of a proposal. Virginia: Cory Axelson has 
other access points. We are in favor of the proposal. Commissioner Hinsch asked the neighbors 
for which they preferred? Virginia said the one that has little effect on the property.  

9 Chair Benson asked three times for comment.  After hearing none, it was moved 
by Commissioner Ellingsberg and seconded by Commissioner Schafer to close the 
public hearing.  

Motion carried 6:0 

Commissioner Hinsch requested clarification on the proposal. Zoning Administrator Mike 
Wozniak and Kent Kane clarified the request for easement from the township road to the 
Applicant’s property.  

Commissioner Schafer asked Mary Cox for specifics on the  exact variance. Mary explained 
that the variance is for an easement no wider than the surface of the road, which varies from 
9' ½ feet to 14 feet width standard. So the variance is from road width and easement width.  

Kent Kane and Mary Cox explained the history of the area and impact the former owner had 
on the neighborhood.  

Commissioner Schafer stated concerns about granting the subject property access without 
granting access to the campground property. Mary Cox stated that the easement would be for 
the subject property only not any other property.   

Commissioner Stenerson stated that he has seen nothing regarding safety and the reduction of 
the 14’ road. The 33’ easement allows for snow and road correction. Allowing the road width 
easement could affect public health and safety.  

Chair Benson asked if we can stipulate that this easement is for this property only? Zoning 
Administrator Mike Wozniak pointed out that the survey states this address.  

Chair Schafer asked, could we grant a variance so long as there are no improvements to the 
property therefore the dwelling could stay and use but if the use changes the easement would 
be vacated.  

Chair Stenerson stated that  the new owners could come and improve the camp ground. The 
Bank should have done a title search when they acquired the property, and this variance starts 
to look like saving the bank from financial hardship. Is the County Attorney part of the 
negotiations. Mary explained the receipt of the County Attorney’s letter initiated Associated 
Bank’s discussion with Goodhue County that revealed the need for the variance from the 
easement requirement and the road width.  
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Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak the Board may consider reasonable use and the need for 
access as a finding for the variance.   

10Motion Chair Benson, second by Commissioner Ellingsberg, that the Board of 
Adjustment approve both variances as presented so long as it is only allows access 
to the subject property (PID 42.133.0050) and: 

 Adopt the staff report into the record (dated October 14, 2016);  

 Adopt the findings of fact; and  

 Based on the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented:  
 
APPROVE the variance request of Associated Bank from the A2 Agricultural District’s General 
District Regulations’ requirement of a 33’ wide driveway access easement for a single lot to 
provide access to a public road frontage; and from the County’s Performance Standards for 
Driveways in the A2 Zone requiring a minimum 14’ wide surface for a driveway longer than 
200’at 27202 144th Ave. Way; Part of the W ½ of NW ¼ of Sec 33 T 113, R16 in Vasa Township. 
 
Subject to the following conditions: 

1. Conformance with the application submitted to Goodhue County Land Use Management 
Office dated September 23, 2016,  

2. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal permits and licensing, 
 

Motion 4:2 (Stenerson and Schafer dissented) 
 

9. Staff Updates 

During the September meeting the Board of Adjustment requested a joint meeting with the 
Planning Advisory Commission after tabling the second density variance in two months.  
 
The November 28th meeting of the BOA will be move to November 21st. The start times of the 
each of the bodies has yet to be determined because the November submittal week for the Board 
of Adjustment is the week of the 24th, which ends after the October BOA meeting.  
 
In addition to the density variance, LUM staff will review the 2016 Comprehensive Plan 
implementation priorities with the Board of Adjustment and  the Planning Advisory 
Commission.  
 

10. Adjourn: Moved by Commissioner Schafer, second by Commissioner Hinsch, to 
adjourn the October 24, 2016 Board of Adjustment meeting at 7:39 p.m.  

Motion carried 6:0. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Casey MacCallum 
Zoning Assistant 
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MOTIONS 

                                                 
1
 APPROVE the BOA meeting agenda. Motion carried 5:0. 

2
 APPROVE the September, 2016 minutes. Motion carried 5:0. 

3
 CLOSE the Public Hearing. Motion carried 5:0. 

4
 Motion to Approve Knudsen  Variance. Motion carried 5:0. 

5
 CLOSE the Public Hearing. Motion carried 5:0. 

6
 Motion to Approve Webster Variance. Motion carried 5:0. 

7
 CLOSE the Public Hearing. Motion carried 5:0. 

8
 Motion to Approve Anderson  Variance. Motion carried 5:0. 

9
 CLOSE the Public Hearing. Motion carried 5:0. 

10
 Motion to Approve Associated/Axelson  Variance. Motion carried 5:0. 
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Goodhue County Land Use Management 

Goodhue County Government Center | 509 West Fifth Street | Red Wing, Minnesota 55066 

Building | Planning | Zoning  
Telephone: 651.385.3104 
Fax: 651.385.3106 
 

Environmental Health | Land Surveying | GIS 
Telephone:  651.385.3223 

Fax:  651.385.3098 
 
 
 
To:      Board of Adjustment 
From:     Land Use Management  
Report Date:   November 11, 2016 
Meeting Date: November 21, 2016 
 
 
Application Information: 

Applicant: John Tittle 
Address of Zoning request: 27855 Gadient Lane  
Zoning district: R1 
PID: 43.240.0040 
Township Information: Wacouta Township has signed the application and has not 
provided comments . 

 
Attachments:  

Applicant Statement 
Septic Design 
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance: MN Rules 7080 
Site Map 

 
Notice: John Tittle - Variance request from MN Rules 7080 dwelling structure 
setback requirement of 20 feet to place a septic system and drain field 10 feet from the 
dwelling and five feet from the deck and steps; and the 10 foot side yard setback 
requirement to allow the drain field up to the property line at 27855 Gadient Lane; Lot 4 
Block 4 except the easterly 18 feet of Hidden Valley in Wacouta Township. 
 
Background: The purpose of this variance is to replace a failing septic system on 
parcel 43.240.0040. Parcels under MN Rules 7080 are required to keep a distance of 
twenty (20) feet from any dwelling and ten (10) feet from the lot line. The Applicant is 
requesting to place the septic system and drain field within ten (10) feet of the dwelling, 
five (5) feet from the deck stair’s, and up to the lot line.  
 
Specialist 
Environmental Health will agree with the variance if a surveyed property line is 
established, and the septic system goes no closer to the house than 10 ft and stays 10 ft 
from the established water line that shares a well with the neighbor. 
 
Pam Holst  
Environmental Services 
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Findings of Fact: 
Before any such variance may be granted, the Board of Adjustment shall specify in their 
findings, the facts in each case. Variances shall only be permitted when: 
 

1) They are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control; 
 
The general purpose and intent of the MN Rules 7080 provisions are to 

provide safe and clear regulations for the installation of individual 
septic systems. The Applicant is proposing to replace a failing septic 
system in the safest place available on a challenging parcel. 

Specifically the twenty foot dwelling and ten foot side yard setback 
provisions protect the homeowner’s dwelling and the neighbors 
dwelling from contamination of the septic system during severe 
weather events. Environmental Health Well and Septic Inspector 
support the proposed location of the system with conditions noted in 
the motion.  

 
2) The variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan; 
This variance request in no way conflicts with the land use objectives and 

implementation measures set forth in the 2016 Comprehensive Plan.  
 
3) There are practical difficulties in complying with the official control. "Practical 

difficulties," as used in connection with the granting of a variance, means that the 
property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner, not 
permitted by an official control. Economic considerations alone do not constitute 
practical difficulties.  

The practical difficulties come from the topography and landscape of the 
lot. Although the lot has more than 37,000 square feet, the back two-
thirds of the lot is wooded with topography is not acceptable for a 
septic system. The proposed placement of the septic system is the 
safest and most reasonable place.  

A residence is the most appropriate use of the land.  
 
4) The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 

created by the landowner; and  
The Applicant did not cause the failing system nor the need for the 

encroachment. The lot predates the secondary drain field 
requirement.  

 
5) The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.  
The surrounding neighborhood’s character will not change.  
 
6) No variance may be granted that would allow any use that is not allowed in the 

zoning district in which the subject property is located.  
There is no use change.  
 
7) The Board of Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of variances. A 

condition must be directly related to and must bear a rough proportionality to the 
impact created by the variance.  
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If the variance is approved than, in accordance with the provision, 
conditions for the approval and maintenance of the variance will be 
described in the motion below.  

 
The following should be edited to reflect any concerns raised at the November 21, 2016 
BOA meeting and public hearing: 
 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the Board of Adjustment adopt the staff report into the record (dated 
November 11, 2016); adopt the findings of fact; and based on the application, testimony, 
exhibits, and other evidence presented: approve the variance request of John Tittle from 
MN Rules 7080 dwelling structure setback requirement of 20 feet to place a septic 
system and drain field 10 feet from the dwelling and five feet from the deck and steps; 
and the 10 foot side yard setback requirement to allow the drain field up to the property 
line at 27855 Gadient Lane; Lot 4 Block 4 except the easterly 18 feet of Hidden Valley in 
Wacouta Township; 
 
Subject to the following conditions: 

1. Conformance with the application submitted to Goodhue County Land Use 
Management Office dated October 24, 2016,  

2. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal permits and licensing, 
3. Encroachment on the house and yard setback shall be the least amount possible,  
4. An  approved septic design plan by Goodhue County Environmental Health 

Department 
5. The septic system is no closer than 10 ft to the house and 10 ft from the 

established water line that shares a well with the neighbor 
6. Establishment of the location of the property line by a Registered Land Surveyor  
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Goodhue County Land Use Management 

Goodhue County Government Center | 509 West Fifth Street | Red Wing, Minnesota 55066 

Building | Planning | Zoning  
Telephone: 651.385.3104 
Fax: 651.385.3106 
 

Environmental Health | Land Surveying | GIS 
Telephone:  651.385.3223 

Fax:  651.385.3098 
 
 
 
To:      Board of Adjustment 
From:     Land Use Management  
Report Date:   November 11, 2016 
Meeting Date: November 21, 2016 
 
 
Application Information: 

Applicant: Rodney Boraas 
Address of Zoning request: 50135 County 27 Boulevard  
Zoning district: A1 
PID: 40.030.0100 
Township Information: Roscoe Township has signed the application. 

 
Attachments:  

Applicant Statement 
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance: Article 21 A-1 Agricultural Protection District,  
Site Map 
 

 
Notice: Rodney Boraas – Variance request from the A1 Front Yard Requirement in 
the General Regulations of the A1Agricultural Protection District, which requires a 
minimum setback of sixty (60) feet from the right-of-way line of any public road or 
highway.  The request is to construct a new storage building within 8 feet of right-of-way 
at 50135 County 27 Blvd; part of the E ½ of the NE ¼ of Sec 30 in Roscoe Township.  
 
Background: The purpose of this variance is to construct a 36 foot by 60 foot utility 
shed for personal and agricultural equipment and storage. The A1 Agricultural district 
requires a 60 foot front yard setback. The Applicant is proposing to construct the utility 
shed within eight feet of the property line with a three foot perimeter of crushed rock 
around the building.  
 
Specialist 
Public Works Transportation Engineer Greg Isakson recommends the variance be 
denied for the following reasons:  
 
I (Greg Isakson) would not recommend allowing a building that close to a County Road 
because: 
‐ A building on the west side of the road and that close will create a snow trap 

resulting in snow over road creating a dangerous driving condition and additional 
County staff time and money to clear the road when the winds blow from the west. 

‐ Snow plows can throw a heavy wet snow that far resulting in potentially damaging 
this new building. 



“To effectively promote the safety, health, and well-being of our residents”                             Page 2 of 3 
 

 

‐ Someday the road will need to be rebuilt and a building that close will create a 
confined work space and could cause drainage issues if the road is widened. 

 
 
Soil and Water Conservation District Wetlands and Bluff Officer Beau Kennedy 
provided the following comments:  
 
Mr. Borass has been working with me on finding a way to minimize the wetland impact 
on his property with the addition of the proposed building. One of the maps you 
attached was developed by our office for Mr. Borass to use during the planning process 
to make him aware that wetlands are present onsite. 

Under WCA Rule, up to 2,000 sq/ft of this type of wetland (Type 2) can be filled without 
replacement for a project. We like to see landowners avoid wetland impacts as much as 
possible on projects like this, and it appears Mr. Borass is taking those steps. The further 
the proposed building is placed to the west, the more wetland impact that will occur. As 
the variance application sits now, Mr. Borass proposes about 200 sq/ft of wetland fill to 
accommodate the building. This would be acceptable under WCA Rule and a permit is 
not required.  
 
 
 
Findings of Fact: 
Before any such variance may be granted, the Board of Adjustment shall specify in their 
findings, the facts in each case. Variances shall only be permitted when: 
 

1) They are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control; 
The intent of the front yard setback is to allow for future expansion of 

the road and safety concerns on high speed County roads.  
County Engineer Greg Isakson commented that a structure within 8 feet 

of the right-of-way could create safety concerns from drifting snow, 
and reconstruction of the road could be difficult.   

The secondary intent of the front yard setback is to provide an aesthetic 
and visual space between the road and houses, which is primarily 
used in subdivisions and dense urban areas. The Applicant’s closest 
neighbor is 300 feet away.  

 
2) The variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan; 
Element 7 (Transportation) of  the 2016 Comprehensive Plan includes 

“Safety” as a primary Road Network Objective and a Road Network 
Implementation Strategy to “Develop and maintain a transportation 
network that promotes safety.  The requested variance may conflict 
with this County Transportation Objective and accompanying 
implementation strategy. 

 
3) There are practical difficulties in complying with the official control. "Practical 

difficulties," as used in connection with the granting of a variance, means that the 
property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner, not 
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permitted by an official control. Economic considerations alone do not constitute 
practical difficulties.  

A storage shed for agricultural machinery on a farm is a reasonable and 
permitted use in the A1 District. The practical difficulties comes from 
the wetlands, as delineated by SWCD Beau Kennedy, and he would 
like to see land owners avoid wetlands impacts as much as possible. 
This request will push the developable area into the front yard 
setback. There is no other area to place the structure that accesses the 
driveway.  

 
4) The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 

created by the landowner; and  
The Applicant did not create or exacerbate the wetland area that is 

causing the encroachment of the utility shed.  
 
5) The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.  
The surrounding neighborhood’s character will change. Snow drifts 

coming from the west will be exacerbated by the placement of a utility 
shed in the front yard. 

 
6) No variance may be granted that would allow any use that is not allowed in the 

zoning district in which the subject property is located.  
There is no use change.  
 
7) The Board of Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of variances. A 

condition must be directly related to and must bear a rough proportionality to the 
impact created by the variance.  

If the variance is approved than, in accordance with the provision, 
conditions will be applied. 

 
The following should be edited to reflect any concerns raised at the November 21, 2016 
BOA meeting and public hearing: 
 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends the Board of Adjustment adopt the staff report into the record (dated 
November 11, 2016); adopt the findings of fact; and based on the application, testimony, 
exhibits, and other evidence presented: deny the variance request of Rodney Borass 
from the A1 Front Yard Requirement in the General Regulations of the Agricultural 
Protection District, which requires a minimum setback of sixty (60) feet from the right-
of-way line of any public road or highway.  The request is to construct a new storage 
building within 8 feet of right-of-way at 50135 County 27 Blvd; part of the E ½ of the 
NE ¼ of Sec 30 in Roscoe Township. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Board of Adjustment

PUBLIC HEARING:  Round Barn – Variance request from the requirement that all 
inside activities must be completed by 10:00PM, for Non-Agricultural Uses/Activities 
Associated with Agricultural Tourism’s Performance Standard to allow inside activities 
to continue until 11:00PM at 28650 Wildwood Lane; Part of the SE ¼ of Sec. 35 in 
Wacouta Township.

WHEN: Monday, November 21, 2016 at 5:30 PM

WHERE: Goodhue County Government Center, Board Room, 509 West Fifth Street, 
Red Wing, Minnesota.

Anyone interested is invited to attend. Agenda items may be subject to change.
Please contact Casey MacCallum, Zoning Assistant, at 651-385-3112 or by email at 
casey.maccallum@co.goodhue.mn.us, or visit us on the web at www.co.goodhue.mn.us 
for the most current agenda.

GOODHUE COUNTY

Michael Wozniak, AICP
County Planner/ Zoning Administrator

«PIN» «C0NAME1P», «C0NAME2P»«C0ADRLN1P»

«C0CITYP» «C0STATEP» «C0ZIPCD6P»

November 9, 2016

mailto:casey.maccallum@co.goodhue.mn.us
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