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The joint meeting of the Goodhue County Board of Adjustment (BOA) and the Planning Advisory 
Committee (PAC) was called to order at 6:21 pm on November 21, 2016 in the Goodhue County Board 
room in Red Wing, Minnesota. 

1. Roll Call 

Commissioners of the Board of Adjustment Present: Robert Benson, Brandon Schafer, Mike Hinsch, 
Howard Stenerson, and Richard Ellingsberg 

Commissioners of the Board of Adjustment Absent: Richard Mallan 

Commissioners of the Planning Advisory Committee Present: Ron Allen, Darwin Fox, Len Feuling, Sarah 
Pettit, Richard Bauer, Tom Gale, Brandon Schafer and Tom Drazkowski 

Commissioners of the Planning Advisory Committee Absent: Richard (Dick) Nystuen 

Staff Present: LUM Director Lisa Hanni, Planner/Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak, Zoning Assistant 
Kate Eiynck, Environmental Health Well and Septic Inspector Ben Hoyt, and Zoning Assistant Casey 
MacCallum 

2. Opening 

LUM Director  Lisa Hanni opened the workshop with a summary Land Use Management’s goals for 2017 
and an overview of 2016 Variances, Conditional Use permits, and Zoning Ordinance Amendments. There 
was review and discussion about types of variance requests heard by the Board of Adjustment, specifically 
variances to Goodhue County’s dwelling density regulations. 

It was agreed that every November the BOA and PAC will have a joist meeting to discuss trends and 
updates to the Ordinances.  

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak discussed the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update and requested the 
Commissioners review the Implementation Element and provide guidance at any time.  

LUM Director Lisa Hanni recommended the Board and Committee make a subcommittee for the A3 and 
rural residential zoning.  

Commissioner Stenerson discussed the number of requests the BOA’s has received for dwelling density 
variances, and requested guidance from the PAC. He agrees that there is a need for a subcommittee to 
review dwelling density policy and regulations in Goodhue County. Commissioner Stenerson asked the 
PAC for guidance on situations when the Comprehensive Plan stated goal to preserve agricultural land is 
not applicable, for example , a variance request by landowner who has bluff land or non-prime 
agricultural soils and wants to use their land for a dwelling site.  

LUM Director Lisa Hanni discussed the diversity of view between the Townships.  

Tom Drazkowski spoke to the economics of the density minimum, and the 1993 Comp. Plan and 
subsequent Comp. Plans. He mentioned the discussions 20 years that created the density minimum and 
some of the unintended consequences of ¼ ¼ density and section based density standards. He supports a 
subcommittee to discuss housing in Goodhue, and would like to expand the scope to include the 
Accessory Dwelling Units, and Hamlets.  

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak spoke to the preservation of the 70% of the County that is 
agricultural. He noted that 10% of the County is in the incorporated cities. Of the remaining 20% some 
areas are bluffs, covered with woods or generally undevelopable, but the rest may be desirable for rural 
housing. He noted that some  Agriculture zoned areas have very little agricultural.  

Commissioner Schafer concurred that there are some areas where current Agricultural Zoning may not be 
appropriaite. He also mentioned the impact of the strict Bluff Impact regulations.  
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Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak noted the overall direction of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan and the 
small amount of housing actually being proposed in rural Goodhue County.  

Commissioner Stenerson discussed replacement sites, and requested more communication on the PAC’s 
work.  

Commissioner Fox agrees with the subcommittee. He conveyed his townships preference for limited and 
appropriate housing sites. He mentioned that most people don’t want more density, until the PAC 
develops a process.  

Commissioner Pettit discussed the value and use of untilled land and the need for research on tax 
revenue. She mentioned the cost of roads for the townships.  

LUM Director recommended Commissioner Sarah Pettit, Commissioner Fox, Commissioner Darwin, and 
Commissioner Stenerson if Stenerson is still on the Board next year.  

Zoning Administrator Mike Wozniak discussed the that there is no need for formal criteria. He also 
discussed the lack of options people have  when it comes to availability of dwelling sites for new 
construction  in rural Goodhue County and noted that this may be contributing to and increase in 
dwelling density variance requests.  

Goodhue County Commissioner Brad Anderson discussed the diversity of land throughout the County and 
the need to allow for local controls and rules at the townships level.  

LUM Director Lisa Hanni  discussed some of the potential tools the subcommittee would be considering 
for dwelling density regulations, like Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU), Conservation Subdivisions, R1 
zoning, etc.  and presented the 2017 meeting schedules. 

3. 1Close of the workshop meeting at 6:22 p.m.  

Motion carried 5:0. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Casey MacCallum 
Zoning Assistant 
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MOTIONS 

                                                 
1
 Motion to Adjourn. Motion carried 5:0. 


