
Unofficial minutes – quorum was not met for the meeting.  
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Goodhue County Parks, Trails and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Date: February 9, 2016 
Meeting Location: Goodhue County Public Works – Red Wing, MN 

Meeting Time: 1:30 PM 

Members 

Brad Anderson Commissioner 

Ron Allen Commissioner 

Sean Dowse 5st District Rep 

Vince Cockriel 2nd District Rep 

Mairi Doerr 3rd District Rep 

Andru Peters 4th District Rep 

To Be Determined by C. Allen 1th District Rep 

Chuck Richardson Cannon Valley Trail Rep 

Roxanne Bartsh Goodhue Pioneer Trail Rep 

Greg Isakson Staff: Director of Public Works 

Willie Root Staff: Solid Waste Official 

Jennifer Ziemer Staff: Admin Assistant- PW 

Jess Greenwood Staff: Deputy Director/Assist Eng 

Absent: Chuck Richardson, Roxanne Bartsh, Ron Allen, Sean Dowse 
 
Vince Cockriel called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM.  
 
The minutes from the 11/5/15 Park Board meeting were not approved, as a quorum was not met.  Minutes will still need 
to be approved at the next meeting. 
 
No proposals were received for the sale of park land as a campground. 
 
Greg Isakson presented two letters from the City of Cannon Falls and the Cannon Falls Chamber of Commerce 
requesting that Goodhue County not sell the park land.  Both letters stressed the importance of the park and its visitors 
to the surrounding community and requested that the County proceeds with the Master Planning process for this 
property. 
 
Dakota County has invited Goodhue County to sit in on their selection process for choosing a consultant to develop their 
Master Plan.  If Goodhue County is satisfied with the selection process, we could choose the same consultant to develop 
a master plan for Lake Byllesby Park, the former Goudy property, and the Nielsen Park in Kenyon which has now 
officially been deeded to Goodhue County.  All Park Board members present agreed that choosing the same consultant 
would be the most economical choice and provide the best collaboration in project planning for both parks. 
 
Ken Burns from the Lake Byllesby Improvement Association presented a letter and petition from the LBIA and Goodhue 
County landowners.  The County currently owns a buffer zone along much of the shoreline of Lake Byllesby.  This land 
was acquired from NSP, who had originally purchased the land to prevent any litigation from property owners due to 
flooding.  The homeowners with lakeview property next to this buffer zone are requesting that the shoreland buffer be 
divided by extending their property lines to the water and transferring the property back to the homeowners.  The LBIA 
has divided the areas to be addressed into three separate regions.  The third region lies between the main area of the 
County’s Lake Byllesby Park and the 7.5 acre proposed trail site.  It also includes the current trail that connects to the 
future site.  All Park Board members present agreed that this Region 3 will need to be addressed differently than the 
other two regions because it ties together two important parcels of County property, one of which would be ‘land 
locked’ if not for this strip of lakeshore property. 
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Mr. Burns addressed his concerns about the increased cliff-jumping traffic since the development of Phase 1 of the trail 
that connects the two parcels.  Options of installing a fence at the west edge of the 7.5 acres parcel or at the start of the 
trail (and thus temporarily closing the trail) were discussed. 
 
Greg Isakson gave an update on the land parcel for sale along the proposed site of the Hastings – Red Wing Trail.  This 
issue will be brought forward at the next Park Board meeting when a quorum is met. 
 
Commissioner Anderson provided an update on the Cannon Valley Trail.  They have recently received a large private 
donation and are currently determining the best investment for the donation.   
 
Andru Peters added that the Cannon Valley Trail recently received funding from the Greater MN Regional Parks & Trail 
Council to develop a new Master Plan that could be used as an example for other trails. 
 
No update on the Goodhue Pioneer Trail was given. 
 
Andru Peters provided an update on the Red Wing – Lake City Trail.  The first PAC meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. this 
evening (09 Feb 16) at the Red Wing Ignite Building.   
 
The next meeting date is to be determined. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 by Vince Cockriel.   
  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Ziemer 
Goodhue County Administrative Assistant 

 


