
Goodhue County Online GIS Mapping Site 
 

HOW TO BEGIN: 
1. Go to http://www.co.goodhue.mn.us The Goodhue County Internal website. 
2. Under the ‘Top Searches’ list, Click on “Online GIS Mapping Site”. 
3. Click on the link for the site you would like to open. 
4. Click the “I Agree to the Terms of Use” button. 

 
This is a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) application brought to you by the Goodhue County GIS Users Group.  This 
service will enable you to search the mapping system for a particular property or any other location. You have the option of 
viewing Goodhue County in detail based on a particular address, PIN number or by zooming in to an area of interest. This 
mapping site also includes numerous datasets from Goodhue County and Users Group participating agencies. 
 

NEW TOOLS: 
• Search by Section/Township/Range 

• Link directly to Tax Information page for a parcel 
• Create a map image in JPEG format 

• Zoom to a particular City Hall 
 

HOW TO VIEW AERIAL PHOTOS: 
1. Click on the “Map Layers & Legend” tab. 
2. Click on the drop-down arrow next to “Base Map” and select one of the options for ‘Aerial Photos’ 
 

SEARCH FOR PARCEL OR OTHER LOCATION: 
1. Click on the “Find” tab at the top of your screen.  You will have the following search options: Search Parcels, 

Find by Street Intersection, Zoom to Municipality, Zoom to City Hall, and Find by Section/Township/Range 
 

HOW TO VIEW PIN #’s OR OWNER NAMES: 
1.    Click on the “Map Layers & Legend” Button. 
2. Scroll down the list of map layers and click on the yellow folder next to the “Parcel Information” layer.  This will 

expand the list of available parcel information like “parcel addresses”, “parcel owners”, etc. (See Below)  
 

                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SELECT BY LOCATION: (buffer) 
1. Click on “Select” tab and then choose “Select by Location (Buffer)” 
2. Next, choose which features you would like the buffer to select:  Roads?  Parcels?  etc 
3. Select the size of the buffer you would like.  (How many feet?) 

a. This tool will then select all the parcels that lie completely or partially within that specified buffer.  The 
computer will automatically zoom to those newly-selected features as well. 

 
LINK TO PARCEL TAX INFORMATION PAGE: 

1. Select the parcel or parcels that you are interested in. 
2. On the lefthand side, basic information for the parcel/s will be shown including the PIN number. 

a. You will notice that the PIN number is highlighted in blue.  The PIN number has been 
hyperlinked to the current Tax Information page for that parcel.   

3. Click on the PIN number to link to the Tax Information page in a different web page. 

Click on the 
yellow folder icon 
next to the data 
layer grouping. 

Now, the data 
grouping is expanded 
and you will see 
additional data layers 
for viewing. 
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SEARCH TIPS: 
 ADDRESS, STREET NAME, or STREET INTERSECTION:   

o Only enter the street name (MAIN) instead of  “Main St W” 
o Only enter the house # and leave the ‘street name’ field blank. 
o Street Intersection: Only enter street name (MAIN) instead of “Main St W”.   Also, separate streets by a 

“&” symbol instead of the word “and”. 
 SELECTING:  When selecting parcels, only 25 records can be shown in the data listing at a time.  When creating 

mailing labels though, your entire selected set of parcels will be used. 
 

SELECT BY ATTRIBUTE: 
4. Click on “Query/Select” and then choose “Select by Attribute”. This will bring up a new window called 
 “Query Builder” (see below) 

 
 

ADD MAP ANNOTATION: 
1. Click on the “Map Tools” tab and select “Add Map Annotation” 
2. Choose the annotation type: point, line, polygon, or text (up to 25 characters) 
3. Choose other options for annotation such as: color, line width, fill density etc. 
4. Click anywhere on the map to create your annotation! 

 

       
HOW TO CREATE A MAP: 

1. Click on the “Printable Maps” tab and then select which map output type you would like: PDF or JPEG format. 
2. You will then be able to choose options for creating your map: 

a. PDF document – Enter map title, enter comments, page size (8X11 or 11X17), page orientation, whether 
to include legend information, and whether to use a map scale. 

b. JPEG image – Pixel width and height   
 

HOW TO CREATE A PRINTABLE REPORT: 
1. Select the parcel/s you are interested in and on the left side of the screen, basic information about the selection 

will be shown.   
2. Click on the “Full Selection Reports” drop-down button and then select which report you would like: Detail 

Report or Owner Mail List.     
 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 TURN OFF MAP LAYER AUTO-UPDATE: Click on the “Map Layers & Legend” tab and then uncheck the 

box labeled “Update Map Automatically”. 
 TURN OFF “HELP NOTES”: Click on the “Settings” button and then select “Turn off Help Notes”. 
 FIND INFORMATION ABOUT DATASETS: Click on the “Settings” button and then select “Show Metadata”. 
 SHOW/HIDE REFERENCE MAP: Click on the “Settings” tab and select “Hide Reference Map” or “Show 

Reference Map”.  This will hide the reference map and create more space to view the list of data layers. 
 

Questions or Comments?   
Contact: Sarah Schrader, GIS Specialist, 651-385-3193 or sarah.schrader@co.goodhue.mn.us 

Alan Laumeyer, GIS Specialist, 651-385-3094 or alan.laumeyer@co.goodhue.mn.us 


