
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA
COUNTY BOARD ROOM 
GOVERNMENT CENTER

RED WING, MN

DECEMBER 15, 2020
5:30 P.M.

Virtual Meeting Notice

“Due to concerns surrounding the spread of COVID-19, it has been determined that in-person 
meetings or meetings conducted under Minn. Stat. 13D.02 a are not practical or prudent.   
Therefore, meetings that are governed by the Open Meeting Law will temporarily be conducted 
by telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.021.”

“The Goodhue County Board of Commissioners will be conducting a Committee of the Whole 
Meeting pursuant to this section on December 15, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. in the County Board 
Room. The County Administrator and/or County Attorney will be present at the meeting location.  
All County Commissioners attending will appear by telephone or other electronic means.  The 
public may monitor the meeting from a remote site by logging into 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/552594509 or calling 1 866 899 4679 or 1 571 317 3116 any 
time during the meeting.” Access Code: 552-594-509

Xcel Energy Resolution of Support

IRP slides for Goodhue County.pdf
Xcel Report.pdf

1.

Documents:

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/552594509
https://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/27a771cf-9cb8-4dfb-86eb-4528582f06ca
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Leading the Clean Energy Transition
A bold vision for a carbon-free future

2019 2030 2050

44%
Reduction

80%
Reduction

100%
Carbon Free



Upper Midwest Energy Plan
• Proposal to the Minnesota Public 

Utilities Commission first filed in 
July 2019

• All the pieces of the integrated 
plan work together to provide:

• 80% carbon reduction by 
2030

• Reliable service
• Bills below the rate of inflation

• Robust public and stakeholder 
input process over the next year

3



An Integrated Plan

© 2020 Xcel Energy 4



Preferred Plan Key Components



Carbon & Customer Cost Impacts
Supplement Preferred Plan Generation Mix
(percent of GWh, EnCompass analysis)
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Timeline

June 2020

IRP 
Supplement 
filed

Implement 
approved Action 
Plan

Commission 
consideration 
and decision

3Q 2020 – 1Q 2021* 1Q- 2Q 2021*
Post-
decision

Initial 
Comments 
due Jan 15, 
2021

Reply 
Comments 
due Mar 15, 
2021

Stakeholder engagement via discovery and 
comments

*Dates subject to change

We are here

Completed





Xcel Energy’s Upper Midwest Energy Plan outlines how we’ll aggressively reduce 
carbon emissions, on our way to achieving our vision to provide all customers with 
100% carbon-free electricity by 2050.

How we’ll get there
Under our integrated plan, we would continue leading the clean energy transition 
by closing all of our coal units in the Upper Midwest a decade ahead of schedule, 
ensuring reliable, affordable energy by extending the use of nuclear energy at our 
Monticello plant, using cleaner natural gas, and increasing wind and solar energy.

Each element of the plan works with the others. Together, these elements will enable 
Xcel Energy to continue to provide reliable electric service while keeping bills low.

INFORMATION SHEETDELIVERING RELIABLE, 
AFFORDABLE, CLEAN ENERGY

UPPER MIDWEST ENERGY PLAN

80%
Lower Carbon

Emissions

100%
Carbon Free
Electricity

44%
Lower Carbon 

Emissions

2030 Goal2019 Results 2050 Vision

Close coal plants
Retire the last of our coal 

plants in the Upper Midwest 
by 2030, a decade earlier 

than planned

Add renewables
Add more than 3,500 
megawatts of solar by 

2030, enough to power 
nearly 775,000 homes 

each year, and complete 
our largest-ever wind 
expansion by 2022

Continue 
carbon-free nuclear
Start the process to gain 

regulatory approval to 
run our carbon-free 

Monticello nuclear plant 
until at least 2040

Enable a 
carbon-free future

Use natural gas-fired plants 
in the coming years as a 

reliable, cleaner source of 
electricity as we add more 
renewable energy and build 

a carbon-free future

(Company-wide carbon reductions)
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INFORMATION SHEET

UPPER MIDWEST ENERGY PLAN

Building on clean energy leadership
We are already implementing ambitious energy plans that add record levels of 
renewable energy and reduce carbon emissions at levels that we never imagined a 
decade ago. We’re proving that we can transition to advanced, clean technologies 
while continuing to deliver affordable, reliable energy to customers, and by 2030, 
our energy mix will be more than 70% carbon-free.

By 2030, we plan to reduce carbon emissions in the Upper Midwest by more than 
80% from 2005 levels. 

How the process works

July 1, 2019: Plan filing with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

Mid-2021: Anticipated Commission decision

July 1, 2019 Nov. 2019 Jan. 2020 Mar. 2020 June 2020 Nov. 2020 Jan. 2021 Mar. 2021 June 2021

July 2019 through early 2021: Opportunity for public feedback, continued 
stakeholder discussions, supplemental filings, and Commission hearings

We filed the proposed plan  
on July 1, 2019, with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, which will 
consider approval of the plan 
through a thorough, public 
process. We will continue  
to engage with and invite 
feedback from all stakeholders 
as the plan is considered by  
the Commission.
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Draft comment letter—Xcel Energy Upper Midwest Energy Plan 

To: Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

From: (Organization Name) 

My organization/company (details about organization/company and its key 
stakeholders/customers/residents). We write today to express support for the Xcel Energy Upper 
Midwest Energy Plan currently under consideration at the Public Utilities Commission (docket number 
19-368).  

We support reducing carbon emissions and expanding clean energy, and we know that reliable 
electricity is key to meeting our needs and the needs of our customers and our community. 

Xcel Energy’s plan will reduce emissions, invest in renewable energy, and deliver reliable electricity 
while also keeping bills affordable.  

We support the Xcel Energy plan to retire its coal plants, expand wind and solar energy, continue 
operating its carbon-free nuclear plants, and build a natural gas plant in Becker to ensure reliability. We 
ask the Public Utilities Commission to approve the Xcel Energy plan, as they are our trusted community 
partner and have the experience and expertise to continue meeting the energy needs of our community, 
our state, and our region.  

 

Contact information: 

Submit comments or resolutions to: 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/speak-up/public-comments.jsp 

Reference: Docket number 19-368 

 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/speak-up/public-comments.jsp


Resolution supporting Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) 

Whereas Xcel Energy is a critical piece of the economy in Goodhue County as they are the largest 

taxpayer and one of the largest employers, and 

Whereas Goodhue County supports activities that sustain the large tax base and workforce that Xcel 

Energy provides within Goodhue County, and  

Whereas Goodhue County supports reducing carbon emissions in our electric system and expanding 

clean energy, and 

Whereas, Goodhue County knows reliable electricity is critical to meeting the needs of our customers 

and communities, 

Whereas Goodhue County agrees with Xcel Energy’s plan to reduce carbon emissions, expand 

renewable energy, and deliver reliable electricity is an affordable plan to accomplish these goals, and 

Whereas Goodhue County supports Xcel Energy’s plan to retire its coal plants in the Upper Midwest, 

expand wind and solar energy, continue operating its carbon‐free nuclear plants, and build a natural gas 

plant in Becker to ensure continued electric reliability, 

Goodhue County urges the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission to approve the Xcel Energy Upper 

Midwest Energy Plan/Integrated Resource Plan and to submit this resolution of support to: 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/speak‐up/public‐comments.jsp; Reference: Docket number 19‐368. 

 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/speak-up/public-comments.jsp
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