
Tax Forfeiture Process 
 

 

January 1st  
Unpaid taxes from 

prior year determined 
(Delinquent Tax List) 

February 15th February 20th 
Auditor sends list to 
Court Administrator  

(Tax Judgment)

Court Administrator 
sends signed notice 

back to Auditor

March 1st 
Auditor delivers notice 
and list of delinquent 

taxes to publisher 

March 20th 
Notice published once 

in each of two 
consecutive weeks 

2nd Monday in May 
All parcels under 

judgment are “bid in for 
the state” by auditor 

Notice of Expiration 
of Redemption  

Prepared within 120 
days of expiration 

Notice (Continued) 
Posted in office 

Published in newspaper 
Certified mail to taxpayer 

Notice (Continued) 
Copies served to 

“persons in possession” 
of property 

Expiration of 
Redemption 

Auditor executes 
“certificate of forfeiture” 

Tax Forfeiture 
Auditor removes parcels 

from tax lists, cancels 
tax & assessments 

Tax Forfeiture 
County Board has parcels 
classified as conservation 
or non-conservation land 

Tax Forfeiture 
Auditor sends list of non-
conservation property to 

DNR for approval 

Tax Forfeiture 
Auditor gains approval 

from cities/townships on 
classifications and sales 

Tax Forfeiture 
With the approval of the 
county board, the auditor 

is authorized to: 

Tax Forfeiture 
Tax-forfeited land can 

not be sold for less than 
the appraised value 

Tax Forfeiture 
County Board determines 
“appraised value” & sets 

basic sales price 

Tax Forfeiture 
Insure against loss, 

damage, injuries, and 
worker’s comp 

Tax Forfeiture 
Board approves public 

sale (date, time, location) 
of tax-forfeited land list 

Notice of Sale 
Auditor publishes notice 
of sale once a week for 
two consecutive weeks 

Notice of Sale 
Auditor mails notice 

to all taxpayers of 
adjoining parcels 

Period of Redemption 
Length of time given to 
pay off delinquent tax 
amount (3 or 5 years) 

Tax Forfeiture 
Make repairs or 
improvements  

Provide for maintenance 

Public Sale 
Auditor conducts 

public sale. 



Tax Forfeiture Process 
 

Public Sale 
After sale, auditor must 
sell any unsold parcel at 

the basic sales price 

Tax-Forfeited Sales 
Auditor to obtain state 
deed from State Deeds 

Clerk (State of MN)

Tax-Forfeited Sales 
Auditor records state 

“use” deeds with 
County Recorder 

TAX-FORFEITED LAND STAGES: 
 
Stage 1:  Determination of delinquent taxes 
 
Stage 2:  Publication of delinquent taxes 
 
Stage 3:  Judgment against parcels with delinquent taxes 
 
Stage 4:  Redemption of parcels with delinquent taxes 
 
Stage 5:  Expiration of redemption and tax forfeiture 
 
Stage 6:  Conveyance of tax-forfeited land 

 


